
Academic Search Complete is a great example of a “multidisciplinary” database.  This means 

that it includes research from a wide range of disciplines - everything from fine arts all the way 

to medicine.  It’s owned by EBSCO Host, which owns or licenses many other databases that 

UBC Library subscribes to - all with the same look and feel and most of the same features.  

 

The first thing to notice is that you have three search boxes instead of one. This allows you to 

combine different concepts in a more precise way than Google or even Summon allows. 

 

You’ll need to separate out the different concepts in your research topic and enter keywords for 

each concept in its own box. For example, you could put homelessness in the first box and 

“mental illness” in the second. You don’t have to fill all three boxes if you don’t actually have 

three concepts in your research. Notice the quotation marks around “mental illness.” It’s 

important to use quotation marks when you want the computer to search for your keywords as a 

phrase. 

 

Also notice this search has 719 results.  That’s too many for you to sort through.  If you scroll 

down you can move the sliders on the publication date bar to limit to a particular range of years.  

Now you have about 100 fewer results.  You can also limit to only peer-reviewed journal results 

if you wish – to see an even further reduction. 

 

Another good approach is to add another concept to the search itself. You could narrow the 

topic to a specific geographic area such as Vancouver.  

 

Now, you have 27 results to look through, which is much more reasonable, but may not be 

enough for your paper.  If you decide that there are not enough results, you can increase them 

by adding some synonyms to your search.  You might be missing key research if you don’t also 

look for similar or related terms like “mental health.” Make sure to separate your synonyms with 

the word OR before clicking search.  Now see how your results have increased. 

 

To open an article, look for a PDF icon to start reading it right away.  If you see the UBC eLink 

button it means that this database doesn’t have the rights to the article, but if you click the eLink 

button you can check to see if it’s available from someone else. 

 

You can also save articles to a folder by clicking the folder icons on the side. These allow you to 

email or print out your research for later. To do so, click on the folder view link. Then, on the 

right choose whichever option suits you best. 

 


